
Ranger Rick’s

Ranger Rick Raccoon, Scarlett Fox, and 
Boomer Badger are in the prairie lands of 
Montana. Boomer’s cousin Blake has invited 
them to watch “a great event.” 

Ranger Rick’s

Hey, look!
 I think I see 

some bu
alo 
up ahead!

Hurry!

Glad that’s 
over. My ears need 

a break!

There’s a 
stream over there. 

Let’s follow it. 
Maybe we’ll spot 

some wildlife.

Sorry for 
these discouraging 
words, Boomer, but 
still no bu
alo, deer, 

OR antelope 
in sight.

Well, at 
least the sky 
isn’t cloudy!

Uh–oh, 
look over 

there! 

It’s a bull, 
and he’s about 

to charge! Quick! 
Run for the 

fence!

Sorry, Boom, 
but they’re 
ca	le, not 

bu
alo. 

Ouch! 
You’re hi	ing a 

lot of wrong notes, 
Boomer!

What a 
beautiful 

place! 

Yep, this 
is the way the 

prairie used to be 
everywhere.

And—look 
over there! 

And this 
is what I call 

HOME!

Huh?

Indian 
reservation? You 
mean American 

Indians live
 here?

And what a 
beautiful place 

we made it to— 
thick grasses, 
wild�owers . . . 

Glad you all 
could make it! 

Welcome to the 
Fort Belknap Indian 

Reservation!

Sure thing, 
Boomer. It’s the 

home of the Gros 
Ventre and Assini-

boine peoples.

Now, THIS is 
what I call a 

prairie!

Hey, Blake— 
good to see 

you again!

Whew—
we just 

made it!

story by Gerry Bishop; art by The CharacterShop

2120



And for
 good reason. These 

are the �rst truly wild 
American bu�alo to 

set foot here in nearly 
150 years!

Those 
people are 

really ge�ing 
excited.

They’re the 
fastest runners in 

North America, and 
there are lots of 

them here.

You haven’t 
seen anything 

yet. Come on— 
follow me!

Wow—those 
pronghorn ante-
lope are racing 

each other! 

This place is 
really WILD!

And over 
there are mule 

deer having 
some fun!

A bit later . . . That’s the 
“great event” 
I wanted you 

to see!
Look down 

there. What’s 
going on? Yip, yip, 

yeow! 

Wahooo, 
hoo, hoo!

 Eeeee, 
eeeee, 
eeee!

That’s such 
great news 

that I think we 
should celebrate 

somehow!

Blake goes on to say that the Gros Ventre and Assiniboine peoples lived with—and 
depended on—wild buffalo for many centuries. Now, with the coming of these wild 
buffalo, they can better re-connect with their past—and with nature.

Come on, 
everyone, let’s 

drown him 
out!

No, no, 
PLEASE!

From a 
wild herd in 

Yellowstone 
National Park. 

So, you’re 
saying these bu	alo 
are just like the ones 

that once roamed 
here in huge herds 

for thousands 
of years?

You got it, 
Rick. 

It’s OK—they’re 
turning. So, Blake, 

where did the 
bu	alo come 

from?

Oh, NO—
not again!

Blake explains that millions of 
wild buffalo once lived in North 
America. But during the 1800s, 
nearly all of them were wiped 
out. Luckily, ranchers and the 
U.S. government saved a few, 
and today there are nearly 
300,000 buffalo living on 
ranches and in preserves. But 
most of those have been bred 
with cattle over the years and 
are not truly wild buffalo like 
the ones from the past.  

Whoa—
they’re running 

right toward 
us! 

MORE FACTS
•  The “bu	alo” that 
live in North America 
are only distant 
cousins of Asian 
water bu	alo and 
African bu	alo. For 
that reason, some 
people say “American 
bison” is a be�er 
name. But other 
people think it’s OK 
to use the name 
“bu	alo.”

• Same thing for the 
“antelope” that live in 
North America. 
They’re not related 
to the true antelopes 
of Africa, so they 
should be called just 
“pronghorns” 
instead. 

• The National Wildlife 
Federation (NWF) and 
other  groups have 
been working hard to 
bring pure bu	alo back 
to Fort Belknap and 
other places in the 
West. They’re also 
trying to save the 
natural prairies that 
still survive and to 
establish new ones.

•  For more about how 
NWF is trying to bring 
bu	alo back to other 
parts of the West, ask 
your parents to visit  
nwf.org/tribalbison 
online.        

Oh, give me 
a home . . .How about 

starting o	 
with a song? 
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